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A CANAL ACROS8 THE ISTHMUS.
FRESIDENT'S COMMISSION FAVOR THE NICA-

RAGUA ROUTE—ESTIMATED COST OF $100,000,~

000—A CORRESPONDENCE WITH FOREIGN POW-

ERS—FAVORABLE REPLIKS,

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE TRIBUNR.]
wasmxgrox, Deo. 26.—The President some
months ugo appointed & commission to examine the
reports of snrveys which have heen magle at
the of the United States to mscertain the
practicability of an interoceanic canal across the
Istbwus. This commisgion having completed its
work hoa made the following report to the Presi-
dent ¢ .

7o (he President of the Uniled Blates : The Commission
for the United States sppointed by you to consider the
sabject of communication by eanal between the Atiantio
snd Psclfic 00CAUN, BOTONS, OVCT, OF mear the isthmus
eounecting North and Bouth America, have the honor, In
sdvance of tholr more elaborate and final report eon-

~ minlng the data for thetr conolusions, after a careful and
minute study of the several surveys of the various
routes across the continent, unanimonsly to report:

First: That the route known as the Nicaraguan ronte,
beginuing on the Atlantle side ot or near Greytown, run-
piog by onnal to the Bap Juan River, fullowimg It by
alack water navigation to Lake Nicarugus, across the
lake to the Rio del Medio, and thenoe by canal o the Rio
del Brito in the Paclile const, possesscs, both for the eon-
struction and maivtenance of a canal, great ndvantages,
and offers fewer dificulties from engineering, cominer-
olal and cconomie il points of view than any one of the
other routes shown to be practicable by survey suffl-
glently I detall to enable & judgmgnt to be formed of

thelr relntive merita,

Second ; 'The summit level of this route, Lake Nicaragus,
fs designed to be kept 4t » permanent hight of 108 feet
above the level of tho sea. This hight 1s to be overcome
in the Atinutic slops with four dmms in the San Jusu
Riyor and ten 1411 Jocks, and in tag Pacifio slope with ten
14ft locks. The total distance from the Greytown eud to
that at Brito is 18133, 4 miles. Of this distance, the At
Iantie slope division from Greylowa to Ban Carlos, st
lake Nicaragus, comprises 10885 miles, of which 63
miles are by slack witor navigation, aud 458 miles by
anal.  Thesuwwmit level division comprises 5041 miles
by Lake Nicarugua, from Ban Carlos, at the head of the
fian Juan, to the Rio del Medlo. The Paciflo slope divi
slon comprises 16%; ;0 miles by capal from the mouth of

_ tbe Rio del Medio to the mouth of the Rio del Brito. The
dimevsions of the locks propomed are 400x70 feet, with

20 feet depth of water. Artifictal harbors must be con-

sirocted st Brito and mnear Greytown; and, although

thist st Greytown presents anusual features requiring

Mummmmgumwt.mmhquu

o of ita praoticabliity.

Third : That the cost of construction of thus ennal and

Barbors, with all the neceasary adjunots, will be at least
- §100,000,000, and that the cost by auny other route will
gxoood the cost by this route.

Fourth: That all preliminary arrangements having
Sota made, the time required for actual coustructivu
should not execed 10 years.

Bith: That an interoceanic canal across the Conti-
pint should be under the protsotion of all the natious in-
ferested, and that. they should guaraunteo not only the
peutrality of the canal and lia works, but also of & oou-

' tiguous strip of territory on cach side of pot less than 50
wiles in breadth and of the occan approacbes Tor a dis-
tamoe of Hob less than 100 nautical miles in any direction
along the cosst and vut seaward from each end.

Very fully, your obedlenl servauts,

A A. Husrunsvs, Brigadier-Geoeral, Chiet of
a Enginecrs,

* . P. Farznsox, Buperintendent Coast Survey,
DAKIEL AMMES, Chief Bureau of Navigatiou,
Nuavy Departinent.
The President belioves that the prospect of an
early beginning of work on this canal is very
fsvorable. Under his direction communications
have boen sent to the principal powers ¢f Europe iu
regard to the saliject, directing attention to the sat-
ifactory results of the surveys which have been
mads, and to the views set forth in the above report
a8 o the best route. Replios have been received
from several of the Governments thus addressed,
fn which they express themselves fa-
vomble o an early beginning  of
*  the work, and seem to approve the wisdom of mak-
ing it international in its charncter by an equal par-
ticipation of the great commercial Powers in its
construction, and the maintenance for it of an iu-
violate neutrality. When replies have beeu received
from the other nations communicated with, the
President intends to submit all the papers and eor-
respondence to Congress with a special message, in
which be will urge that the United States take steps
pecossary to the beginning of this great enterprisc.

————

MR. RANDALL REPLIES TO MR. ORTON.
B0 POWER TO EXCUSE BIM—TAE EXECUTIVE COM-
MITTEE OF THE WESTERN UNION MAY BE SUM-
MONED TO THE BAR OF THE HOUSE.
. WasiiNa1on, Dee. 20.—Speaker Randall has re-
plied to the letter addressed to him by Mr. Orton,
who asks to be excused, for the reasons stated, from
compliance with the requirement to appear before
the Morrison Iuvestigating Commitiee and produce
vertain payerlqul telegrams. The Bpeaker to-day, in

i the oourss of tonversation, while he did not give

~ the'contents of his Jetter in reply to Mr. Orton, said

~ that he bad no power to excuse that gentleman. It
was for the House to delerming what action should

5 be taken, as under the resolution recently adopted,

~ the House had power Lo require any person to appear

* before any committee and bring with him books,

or telegrams.

As the Execntive Committes of tho Western Union
Telegraph Company have removed all messages now
on hand from the control or possession of any of its
officers, nud as Mr. Orton is ons of such officers, it
fsnot improbable, judging from what was said
st the Capitol to-day, that the Executive

. Committee may be cited to appear before the bar of

e House to answer for contempt, and be dealt with

~ asthe law and fucts may require. It is thought the

. Exeeutive Committes are thus amenable under the

| meslution of the House, which provides for such

- oourse of action in case any person shall prevent or

" sitempt to prevent any witness from producing any

ook ot paper which wituess may have been required

£o produce, e

-
GOV. HAYES AND THE. EOUTH.

WHAT BE MIGHT DO AS PHESIDENT—THE TIMKS
RIPE FOR A NEW AND BETTER POLICY—OPPOSI-
TION THAT WOULD FOLLOW IT—FINAL SUCCESS,

Irhos Tae wiGULAR CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRIDUNE.]

Wasinxnarox, Deo, 26.—It is certainly creditable

& toGov, Hayes that the men who know him best,

 Without having received any assurances except

Whose contained in his letter of acceptance, almost

WMt exception expeet the adoptiondf a dew and

7 policy toward the South to follow closely upon

“ imsuguration. It is wholly annecessary to say

u0 negotiations have been opened between

Sav, Huyes or any one autborized Lo speak or act for

bt wndi 5 single influentinl Sonthern man looking to
allisnee of muy sort. Nogotiations of this kind

ould be Wighly improper in a political sense for
nbers of cither party to engngo in at the present
of the Presidential controversy, aud no propo-
which Gov, Hayes could now make would for
nent be enfertained even by the most conserva-
political opponents. It would only be
weted, and wounld impair his infinence with

the eleotion shall be ascertained by legal and con-
stitutional means, and that the resnlt, whatever it
is, shall be peaceably acquicsced in; but they will
not, in advance of the decision, even by indirection,
doanything to weaken their party. How they wonld
receive an invitation from Gov. Hayes, should he be
the next President, to assist him in raising the
South from the political degradation into which it
has fellen, T do not know, I believe a liberal and
statesmanlike policy wonld meet with an immediate
and hearty response ; but this is a matter which it
is now too early to discuss, and I leave it for the
present.

I suppose there is no candid person, well informed
in Bouthern politics, and not having a personal or
pecuniary interest in the perpetuation of the present
condition of affairs in most of the Btates sonth of
the Potomao, who will not admit the ne-
cessity of a complete regeneration and reor-
ganization of the Republican party there if it
W ever agam to make its infloonce felt in
ihe politics of the nation. I say vothing now of the
means by which the white people have obtained
complete control of all but three of the Bouthern
States, and have placed themselves in a position to
dispute the result of tha late election in those three
even; those means have sowetiwes been fair amd
legal, sometimes unfair and iilegal ; but the fact that
the Republican party, even when it bas had a ma-
jority of the voters in a State onrolled in its ranks,
has been unable to cops with the oppo-
sition, smd that, in spite of Federal sup-
port, it has been losiug ground year by
yoar, 18 a siubborn one which no reasoning can
dispose of. Four years ago, Alsbame, Arkansas,
Mississippi, North Carolina, and West Virginia were
stroug Republican Btates; fo-day they are as
strongly Demoeratie, This year, South Carolina,
Lonisiana, and Florida may be savad, bat, if so, it
will only be * ag by fire,” and unlesa there is a turn
in the tide they too will be carried over to the Demo-
cratio side i two years from now, and the South
will in fact be solid. Nor ¢ tlus be prevented.
evon under a Republiean naticual administration,
without a change of polics. “vblie opinion in the
North has again and again iebelied sgainst the
measures which Gen Grant and bis eabinet have re-
surted to in order to save their par#y in the Southorn
States; and in spite of all that has been done, ¢ o
after another of them has been eaptured by the
position.

Is there then no hope for the Republican party in
the South T Are the politive of the country drifting
more and more into sectionalism, and is the * Sclid
South” not only to become a fact but & permanent
one? Itisdifficult to see any other onteome of the
present political situation except by a thorough re-
organization of the Repablican party in the South.
It is natural that the present generation of colored
voters shionld stand firm in their support of the
party which gave them their freedom and conferred
upon them all the civil and political rights they now
enjoy, but 1t is not natural that the white people
should be equally united under the Democratic ban-
ner. There are the same differences of opinion on
most political questions among the intelligent white
voters of the Sonth that exists in the North, They
are not all agreed on the currency guestion, on the
tariff, on internal improvewents, nor even on fhe
question of State rights—one siugle tie binds them
together, and that is the necessity which they be-
lieve exists of adopting measures of self-defense
against the perpetuation of the corrupt carpei-bag
Sinte governments which have robbed and plundered
them.

The Hon. Randall L. Gibson in conversation the
other day defined his political position in these
words: “I am in favor of hard money, a protective
tariff, internal improvemeuts, und local self-govern-
ment, and I am opposed to secession, 1M that creed
makes me a National Democrat, then I am one, I
act with the Democratic party because I believe if
it trimmphs it will lift the burdens that have beeo
placed upon my State and other Southern States by
the aid of the Republican party.” Gen. Gibson is
the representative of a very large cluss of the best
white people in the Southern States—peaople who
are in perfect sympathy with the best men iu the
Republican party of the North, and have been kept
from jeiming its ranks only by the Southern polioy
of the Admir stration. )

Look at the Mate of Louisiana, for example—and
I refer to it bevause, haviug visited it so recently, 1
am more familiar with the present condition of
politics there than with that of any otuer State.
The Democratic-Couservative party there is wplit
asunder with internal dissension, aud would
actually be divided to-day did not the white people
believe that the only way 1o overthrow the Kellugg
and Packard regime is to act in harmony. In every
rocent State convention there haa heen au almaost
life-and-doath strugele betwoen the old Hourbon
“ Last Ditohers” and the Congorvatives, Oue wing
is in favor of a* White Line” poliey, and clings to
all the old Demoerutic doctrines that wero in vogue
before the war, with very little modification. They
do not desire to have slavery restored, but the little
else they have lérned from the cvepts of the last 15
years has had almost no effect upon them, except Lo
make themn grow moro sour and Litter every yuear,
They were Dewocrats before the wa F—aecessionists,
fire-eaters.

The Coaservatives, ns they eall themselves, are
progressive. They have necepted the sitnation in
the best of faith ; they detest the ** Lost Ditehers,”
and even object to being ealled Democrats. Gen, Gib-
son is one of their leading men, and lis political ereed
which 1 have already quoted is theirs. The oldor
men among them were Whigs and Kupow-Notlings
before the war, and went into that struggle against
the dictates of their judguent. This smue class of
men may be found in all of the Routhern Siates. I
met many men in Alabama in 1574 who told me that
they had not voted since the war, sinply beeanse
they would not train under Democratic banners nor
give nid to the dishonest Republicans who had con-
trol of their State Government. In Texus the Domo-
eratic party is so unwieldy thut it is already show-
ing sigus of division, and iu other States there are
thousands of white men who follow Dewocralic
leaders only under protest,

Here then, 1 believe, is the material frowm which a
new party way be formed which wonld affiliate with
& liberal party in the North, either the Kepublican
guided by a new and wiser aduinistration, or an-
other drawing its membership from the hest ele-
ments in both existing parties. As there are now no
wigns of the breaking up of either of the old political
parties or of the organization of 8 new one in the
Narth, it follows that if this work 18 doue ut all it
must be by a Republican Administration,

Will it be possible for Sny man or st of men in
the Republican party to make use of the conserva-
tive element in the South in organizing the Republi-
ean party there on'a new and better basist It will
eertainly be no easy task, and whoever underiakes
it must expect +0 meet with the bitterst opposition

for if it shonld s=cesed their hopes of future politica
victory would be destroyed.

These first steps, it scoma to me, would be the
most diffienlt to take, and at the very outset the dan-
ger of failure wonld be greatest. Bat suppose that
success has up to this point crowned the efforts of &
Republican President who has undertaken to reor-
ganize his party in the S8onth on the busis deseribed ;
suppose that hia party in the North has stood by him
and supported him ; that Le has fonnd men who are
honest and respected by the people to hold the Fed-
eral offices in the South, and that he has convinced
the Conservatives of that section of his sincerity of
purpose,—would they aid him, or would they take
advantage of the demoralized condition of the Re-

THE TURKISH CRISIS.
e ——— .
ENGLAND CALLS ON TURKEY TO SUBMIT.
THR PLENIPOTENTIARIES RESOLVED TO LEAVE
BHOULD THE SULTAN KMJECT THEIR DEMANDS—
THE PORTE DETERMINED T0O REFUSE THEM—TUE
ARMISTICE TO BE PROLONGED,
Loxpox, Tues'ay, Dee. 26, 1876
A Reuter dispateh from Counstantinople says:
* The Marquis of Balisbury will demand to-day from the
Sultan his tance of the proposals agreed upon by
the Powers. Bhould the Bultan refase, Lord Salisbury is
Instructed w leave Constantinople and order the British
fleet to quit Turkish wators.”
CoNSTANTINOPLE, Tusaday, Deo, 28, 1876.
Ttis nnderstood that all the plenipotentiuries will

publican party in their States to solidify the opy i
tion and establish it on s firmer busis than ever?
Of course 1t is impossible to say what would happen
under such circumstances, but I believe that the old
disliko of the Democratic party and name would
show itself as it never haa done before since the
war, and that there would be a party formed in each
of the Southern States which, though it might not
call itself Repablican, would give its support to &
National Republican President who pursned o policy
similar to that which T have marked out.

1 have thus far said nothing of the colored people,
and what must be done with them during’ this re-
orgamzation. Of eourse, they would have to bo
gnaranteed in the enjoyment of all the civil and po-
litical rights that have been conferred upon them
by the Constitation and the lawsof the United
Btates. sAny desertion of them would be fatal, Dut
I doubt if foreible interference in their behali
would be necessary at any time, and I am sure that
the moment a considerable number of the white
people of any Southern State ceases to act with the
remainder politieally, no Federal interference of any
kind will be necessary to protect the negro in Lhe
freo exercise of the right of sufirage, The negro
vote will divide the moment the white people coase
to nct us & political nnit, snd when that occurs the
managers of neither party will allow ther oolored
alliea to be bulldozed.

1 believe, therefore, that a reargnnization of par-
ties in the South will b possible under a wise and
liberal Republican administration, “although it will
not be a work easy to accompiish, The man who
undertakes it must make up his mind to meet and
conquer opposition in his o%vn party amd in that of
liis political opponenta. He will be denounced ps &
craitor by some who helped to elect him, and looked
upon with suspicion by others; but 1f he succedds he
will have performed a servies for his conntry which
will place him in the front rank of its greatest bene-

factors. Z. L. W.
e

THE PATENT OFFICE PAY ROLL.
NO MONEY PAID FOR WORK NOT PERFORMED—THE
COMMISSION WILL NOT RESIGN,

Wasniseros, Dee. 20.—The Commissioner
of Patents states, with reforence to the report that very
great irregulnrities have boen discovercd in hils oMos, by
which persons iave drawn pay from the Government
without perfurming any worl, that such @ eondition of
things docs not and has not existed,  The work referred
to is the tracing of drawings for models, for whieh an un-
nsusl sun has been appropriated by Congress. The
greater portion of this work has been given to wonien of
men in  reducod efreumstances, the  oompensa-
tion for which bas been comparatively  swall.
Lews than o dozen female employés who have had this
work to do have thought proper to slgn fetitious naiies
on the pay rolls, some beosuse they Were averse to belng
known as Government employés, and one or two, it
appenrs, beepuss they hmd rolatives In the office, and
under the ruling of the Secretury IWo or more of o fnwmily
bave not beon wllowed to bold ofllce in the Interior
Department.

Mr. Duell, the Commissloner, says the Government hna
pot pail o single dollar iu return for work not perfurmed,
Where the tracing work Las been taken bt one In-
stance Is noted where & lady who was uet abin to per
form it Lerself relet 16 to another person. All this hus

now beon remedied by an order from the Commissloner

that none of this traeing or any other work shall be given

o auy oue who docs not personally porform the serviee.

There I8 no indication that Commisaonoer Duell will

tenign, Mo saya he has no such intention, and, on the

contrary, the relations between blmself and the Seore-
tary colitlute in ull respecta o be in pe. feot necord.
e ——
MEETING OF THE SENATE.

ONLY FIFTEEN MEMBERS PRESENT—NEW MEMBER
OF THE CUMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES AND EKLEC-
TIONS,

Wasniscros, Dee. 26,—~The Senate met at
poon lo-day, titeen Benators belog preasnt.  Before the
reading of (ke journal, Mr. Mortoy, Chairman of the
Commities ou Privileges and Eleetions, sald it was im-
poriant to have another member added to that commit-
tee. The great body of tho commities, he sald, bad gone
South to make the Investigution ordered, and there was
a guorum of the sub-committes wanignod to duty in

gton now in the eity. He therefore moved that

-r wember beadded o tiat voimitlee, The mo-

an agreed to.  The ehalr appoluied Mr, Miichell of

Oregot #s the pew momber. 1he i_.mrn,il of Friday'ss

roospdings was then read.  Mr. Ferry of Michigan, from
tie Committen on Rules, pressnted revised rules, show-

ing the chauges proposed by the committes, ete. The
Senmie then went inlo Exocutive seasion at 12010 p. .,
and whon the doors were reopened adjourned Ll Friday

next.
—— e

WASHINGTON NOTES.
WasnivgtonN, Toesduy, Deo, 20, 1878,

The President acnt to the Benate to-day & messnge 1o-
closing the report wnid journal of proceedings of the eom-
mission appoiated in accorduuce with the provisions of
the Indian appropristion bill of last year to treat with
the Sloux Indlans for o relinguistunent of their right to
the Black Hilla, &¢.  He ealls the special attention of tho
Benate to the artivles of agrecment hetwoen the commis-
slon and the [udians, s, among other advantuges tiy be
gniued by them, 1s the cloar rlght of citizens Lo go Into n
country of which they have taken posseasion, sl from
wiliich they cannot be exelnded. The docomenis were
ordercd to be pripted and lie on the table, The report of
the commission has alrealy been publisbed. Mo also
sent (o the senute the I‘I"[HIH of th eommission i ‘)Iuillh'd
iast year o superintend the work of paving eunsyl-
vanli-aye., in this oliy, wnd it wus ordered that It be
printod and reforret ta the District Comuulttes,

Tie President to-day - ent to e Senate tbe correspond-
ence Imtwoen the United States and Grest Britaln on toe
sahjeet of extradition. Some of 1t bas heretofore been
publithed, aud the conclusion snows that the trealy bas

beon restorsd to vitallty by the not of Great Britain ln
roeceding from its fnr!n--rjlmi.llllm and mnum‘lmuai AUrrens
der of Brent, the Lowsville forger, to the United States,
Our Government s now Irr;mrl-.d to cousider the gies-
tion of an awendment of the tresty, so a8 to inerease the

class ol offenses for which extrudition may be eluimed.
The correspondenes 18 roggarded by the Sennte ol present
as entfldontial, aod benee there s no acceas to it for pub-
Heation.

Gen, Crook says that the Indians at Rod Cloud Agency
have not allowed the Government to float [ts own fa
over (e slorehouse whers it lssues to then thelr foo
and olothing.

S ——
NOMINATIONS,

WasmsaroN, Dee. 26.—The President sent
the following nominations to the Benate to-day :

welnon Trusler to be United States Attorney for Indiana ;
James M. Currie, Collector of Costoms st ®i, Marks, Fla.;
Ulinries & Thompsou of Pennaylvania to be Hecoml Linclenant
17th lnl‘.lhll{: and alsa the following postmasters: Chiarles
1. Siacy at West Newton, Masa; Jumes H. Jones at Ashland,
Mass,; Edwin A. artlett sl Cuba, N, Y. Uwen (L Allon wt
Wwarron, Fenng John T, Johuston st Warren, 111 Joln b,
Huuler st Wobster City, Tows

TELEGRAFHIC NOTES.

Grorerstrr, Mass., Doc. 20,—Matihew Sandar-
1 port, was struck by & freight uain Last

both in his own party and in that of Lis opp ta
His first duty would be to convinee the conservative
white poople that dishonest and disreputable wen,
those who have no interests in common with*the
people among whom they live, and no ocou-
pation  but office-holdiug, are mno longer to
be recognized and uphela by the Admin-
istration st Washington. This first step would
arouse the enmity of a large class of Republican
politicians holding State and Federal offioss in the
South, and who, with those in the North who sympa-

in the North, would also

A i o of & redorm of this kind,

throw obstacles in the way

in
ﬁ:inud futally injured.
Bostox, Des, 20.—The € Hlobe Theater in this city
will be closed after Satunday ln omler 1o mwAke Lmprovemen
by the Lnspecior of Buildings
rrsviLig, Penn., Doc. 26.—Mm. Kinney waa
bnl:;’e:l-rs’: nlnlnth‘.ll st Clair, lz;n., this morning by tho ex-
plosion of & coaloll lawp. Hér basband was also weverely
burned.

8ax Fraxcisco, Dec, 26.—Max Er““ﬁ'.‘,“,‘,ﬂ, B‘nl;

A rema curpus U '
m“ ;rfm - n“ln‘ll-ln ftrom justice under the
State law,

- 1 omas H. Day of
o P T L
Burraro, N, Y,, Dee, 26.—
b e e
With her husband, was 10st in

leave here should the Soitan reject the proposals sub-
mitted to him to-day, The respective embassies would
then be Intrusted with the direction of aftairs. Reports
are eurrent that the Turkish Councll of Miuisters de-
elded yesterday to reject the proposals, and that in the
ovent of war the Porte will arm Its Armenlan, Greek,
Bulgarian, and Christian subjects. ¥
CURRERT REPORTE AT THE TURKISH CAPITAL.

The plenipotantiarics are sald to exclude from the term
“Pulguria” wl looalities where the Mussulmans are in a
majority. The Porte & still Hrmly resolved not to make
any coneession which ia souteary to the malntennnee of
the Integrity of the Empire, nor to grant brond admistra-
tive suthority to the Provinees, nor the disarmament of
the Mussuimans. Le Phare du Bosphore (news saper) to-
day publishes an artlels on the erisls, coneloding as fol-
lows: * Nou-Slavonic people will never cousent to being
saqrificed to Pap-Slavism, but will fight, and, if vietord-
ous, will have the satisfaction of having saved not only
national existence but Britmh Interests.”

Dardanelles, It is a natural outlet, and Turkey
closes it, and England supports her in elosing it, and
in maintaining possession of Constantinople wherehy
she is enabled to close it. Why? Balely beeause
England has posscasions in India, and her road to
Iudia is throngh the Mediterranean, and the safety
of that road might be impaired by the unchecked
avcess of a 101ssian floet to the Meditorranean Sea.
But there is already a French fleet there, and an
Italian flect, and an Austrion flest, and Spanish
fleet, and a Turkish fleet. If the Russian fleet camo
in there would be one fleet mors, no doubt. But
suppose there were, What would happen ! Would
the British flag be lowersd or dishonored? Would
the British right of way be impaired ! Eugland has
the biggest fleet in the world—bigger, perhnps,
than all the fleets of wll the other
Powers combined. Will her maritime su-
pfemacy bo imperiled by the opening of the
Dardanellea? If it will not, England has no interest
in the Eastern question; no excuse for maintaining
the Turk in Constantinople, and for blockading the
Russisn within the Black Sea. Thesole basis for
tLe policy of the Government is a basis of fear ; not, I
should say, o basis hikely to be heartily approved by
the Englishpoople, From that motive of English fear
Russin is to be nnjustly debarred from the nse of the
Btraits which nature and the situstion of her terri-
tory make it right and necess e should have,
From that motive alene Eungland lends a hand to
sustain the foul tyranny of the Turk over Christian
lands,

One of Mr. Bright's eritics ealls thia an appeal to
religions animosity, quoting in proof this fine

l’-ﬂr::nlln Poahn has been appolnted President of the | J L '

Councl! of State, Why, 700 years ago the people of tuls country, with, as

If the Euroy Plent iaries should withdraw E"‘:'wj "“"'“J“‘"n}:nolt {11‘:1!1‘ hf:rul; Sk '"c!?'ﬂ: ﬂlin
Canatant 1 el ‘rusades and went to Palestine for the purpose Tl

from the s of their respective | tng the holy pla:-m I‘:-nm the pmnouguuulxu# the infidel

Governments will be Intrusted to chargés d'afflres,
Br. Purensuuns, Tuesday, Dee, 20, 1576,

The Grand Duke Xicholos, commander of the Southern
Armny, has been Ul sinee the 10th inst,

Viksya, Tueadoy, Dee. 26, 1576,

The Political Oorrespondence sayss “The lutest news
recelved io 8. Yetersburg indleates that the Porte will
give an evagive reply to the proposals, This would not
make the sl:uation hopeless, us the condttions submitted
are not idored sptible of modification. A pro-
longntion of the armistice untll Jan. 15 s proposed.”

TIE FULTAN TO DECIDE BY THURSDAY,

A dlspateh to Reuter's Telegram Campany, dated Cond
stantivople, Dee. 26, 7:15 p. m., says: “The Ports doe
not appear to have declded formally to reject tho pro-
posals of the European Powers, Midhat Pasha hos visited
the Ambassadors and PFlenipotentlaries. Duriug the
conversation wlleh took plaee he Is sald to have fore-
shudowed that Turkey woul ralee ohjoetions, especially
fu relation to the gusrantees nid the forelgn gendarmerie,
But It is stated that be did not speak of an absolute re-
fusal.”

The Marquis of Balisbury to-day informed the Bultan
that the Powers were unauimous fu insisting ou the
adoption of thelr proposition, and in the event of a ro-
frsal the Embasaadors would quit Conatantinople,

The Porte will not wake known ita Intontions until the
noxt altiing of the eonfercnce, on Whdnesday. It 14 be-
Heurd the armistice will be prolonged, sud & prompl so-
lutlon of the pouding question is expected.

BELGIUM AND OCCUPATION.
Brussers, Teosday, Dee. 26, 1876,

The Independence Belge sayn: * The Balglan Govern-
ment up to the present time has only recelved purely
confldential  overtores conesrning  the occupation
of  Balgaris. It s said thnt  Minister Ma-
jou has wotified Belgian  representatives  ahroad
that Belginm, withont absolutely rejecting the request
wideh may essentinily be wade to bher, wmﬁ:l e uln] Igped
to make her geceptanee conditional on obtaining eart aln
finaneial aud moral gusraniess. The Indspendence
duuhis whethor there |5 any chance of the Fowers ae-
oepling Belgm's conditinns,

MUSSIAN MILITARY PLANS,
Loxpox, Wednesday, Dee. 27, 1676,

The Vienna diapath to The Times says: * fome bollovo
the question of prolonging the armistice will be made
dependint upon Tarkef qiving o decisive declaration on
the sublect of reforma and guarantecd, This seems to
tally with nows from Kischenefl that preparations are
making to sdvance the Kusidan headguarters to

Clhotim on the froutler, The slgmal for this move-
ment was expected  from  Constantivople. No
one ot the RHuosslan headinarters  donbted

st the army would cross the Proth at skoljenl, In the
direction of Jaasy, when the besdguarters would be
transferred to Ungheni Ttis calenlnted that this move-
ment would take plawce aboat the 10th of Jauuery. This
daie s lmportant, ss it colncides with the capiration of
the tortnighit's proiongation of the nriiatior wdvocsted
by Kussin.
THE BRITISH FLEET TO LEAVE BESIKA BAY.

The Daily Telegraph's special disyateh from Pern states
shiat the British Admiral at Beslsa Day has recelved or-
ders to move his feet to the Plreus, which Is a better
Winter auchorage. ‘Tho cliange has no political alguif-

cance.
THE SULTAN WARNED TO SUBMIT,

The Tinies loader referring to this report says the newas
coucernlug the withdrawal of the leet appears at all
events prewature, but it eredita the dlapatel, which is
jater in date, concerning Lord Rualisbury’s ropresenta-

tlons to the Sualtan, and ponchindes that the Porto may
rest assured that the first shot fired in deflanes of the
united demands of Enrope would be the beginning of
the ond, Neither England por any other Puwer would
Interpose to save it frow ruin, 10 might have more foes
thnn Etu.ulu, oven il the oulact,

—

JOHN BRIGHT ON TURKEY.

A BTRONG APPEAL TO THE NATIONAL CONSCIENCE—
“liLAND‘S FEARs ANALYZED—=UNSCHUPULOUS
FTATESMANSIIEP DENOUNCED=LORD  BEACONS-
YIN.II'N EPEECH CONDEMNED — THE  MASSES
MOVING.

s
LFRON TILE REGULAR CORRESPONDENT OF TIUE TRIBUNE. ]

Lospos, Dee. 7.—Mr. Bright hos made—at Bir-
mingham on Monday—a very sirong wiid noble
speech on tho Eastern qnestion. If you look st it as
aspeech made with a view to its immediate influ-
enee on the governing classes of this country, it is
probably also an injudivions speech. It takes far
lngher ground than politicinns, or statesmen, OF men
who eall theméelves above all things patriots, are in
the habit of taking, Some denounce it ns unpatri-
otie. It is @ plea for justice as between nation and
nation, and a plea of that sort 18 naturally distaste-
ful to people who, conscionsly or unconsciously, are
for their country, right or Wwrong The great
strength—1 might almost say the only strength—of
the Government lies in the disposition of the En-
glish people to support their own Government in o
contest of auy kiml with any other Govertnment
supporting it simply because it is their own, and
bocanse the other is not their own., That
custom has sssumed the foree of a teaditiou,
fortified by numeronus precedents.  Mr. Bnght,
though one of the most English of I‘Juu]i_ahruvu in
many points, lifts himself to a higher lével than
this; with the result that on this question he talks
over the heads of a part of the community, and de-
tachies himself from the sympathies of anot her part,
from whom he is by no mean remots intellectually.
Of this he s cortainly quiie awaire, for he under-
stands his countrymen extremely well, and it may
e assumed be has not done it without an object, I
ghould suppose he carcd more for touching the von-
gclenoos of the mass of the people than for concili-
ating the prejudices of the upper classes, 1 suppose
hie belioves two things; that there is such s thing as
a popular conscivnce, and thst an appeal to it, though
derided by eritics, is likely in the long run to be sue-
cesaful, He wauts to prevent s war, wnd il is not
easy in these duys for an arstoc rafie Government to
wake war in defiance of publie opinion, Hence this
speech, whivh seems so perfectly calenlated to reach
tlie deeper foelings aud better judgment of the great
mass of the peaple of England. From that poiul of
yiew it censes to be an fnjudicions speach, and must
be pronounced as fur-seeing aud statesmanlike as it
is cloguent.

1t i, 08 I said, in the first place, & plea for justics
88 between nation and nation. It is an appeal to
Englaid to do justice to Russin j to be willing that
Russia should exercise rights which England, in her
place, would be certain to elaim aud enforce. Here
is & great Power, says Mr. Bright, with tivers ruu-
ning into the Black Sea, ports on what sea, 0 oow-
mervial marive, and s navy. Her only outlet into
the Mediterranean is through the Bosphorus aud the

and the Mohammedan, Well, now_what do wedo? We
give the blood and tho treasur: of England to the support
of this Turkish Government. We givo Bethlehem ond Cal-
vary and the Monst of Ollves, through the blood and
treqsure of England, and the power over all t vist
coautries, which are aliost a wilderness aud desert
under the Torkish scepter—we do all this for the atmple
purpose of preventing Russia passing by any ships of
war from the Blaek Sea to the Mediterranean.

Well. if the feeling which inspires these words he
roligious auimosity, it is a feeling which Mr, Bright
shares with scores of millions of people who speak
his own language and some other languages. In
fact, it is far less o question of religion than a ques-
tion of morals, and nothing in Mr. Bright's speech
was more londly cheered or will be more heartily
approved than his declaration that he has no wish
tao he partuer in any statesmanship which is dissoci-
ated from morals. And as to the patriotism of Mr.
Bright's view, hia own words are a sufilcicnt indica-
tion of what he thinks patriotic:

1f 1 could aliow, and 1 belleve [ sm entitled to try o
show—if I can siiow that there Is nothing in this question
which affects the interest of England, as your Gevern-
went atid some uf your press would persnade you, I say
1 rouldl do no more patriotie act in the face of my coun-
irymen than o save them from these constantly reeur-
g paniva and from the perils which they bring with
them. (Cheers.] If Ican dispel this terror; if T can so
strengthion your views that you will no longer tremble
a1 this bobgoblin {laughter], then T shull hove done my
little part townrd settling what is called this perilous
Eastern queation,

The question there raised is for Englishmen, not
for us, but 1 don't think the accusation that Mr.
Bright is wanting in love of his own country has
made much headway. Heretofore the foree of his
speeches against any partieular war has been wenk-
ened by his supposed hostility to all war, It is, per-
hiaps, partly to meet this objection that Mr., Bright
now tells ns that though he never stands forward as
the defender of such sanguinary struggles as the one
imminent between Russin and Turkey, he kuows
not how in some cases they are to be avoided. Even
arbitration is not of nniversal efticacy, There can
be no arbitration, exclaims Mr. Bright, between
such a Government as that which reigns at Constan-
tinople and that suffering people of whom we have
Jately heard so much,  And he avows that he has
sometimes thonght during the past year that Her
Majesty's Government were rather too much in favor
of peace ; if not at any price, at least at a price
which some of ns would scarcely wish to pay for it.
“They are willing to sacrifice the interests, the
Happiness, and the freedom of millions of the Clins-
tian population of the Turkish Provinees, and 1 am
afraid they would make amother great sacrifice—
namely, they would sacrifice the fair fame and the
honor of this country in binding us in perpetual
partuership with the worst and the fonlest Govern-
ment known upon earth.” Mr, Bright, however,
makos, 83 moM persous make, & discrimination be-
tween the head of the Administration and its special
Embassador to Constantinople, There are perhape no
two men in England more uunlike than Lord Salis-
bury aud Mr. Bright ; which gives an additional in-
tereat to the portrait of the one drawn by the other:

Lord Salishury Is a man against whom n good deal may
Lo auld [luugliter], and o wgood deal wight honestly be
satd 1o bis fuvor, [Hear.] Perhaps that s troe of most
of us, gl,uunlm-.r, But with regnrd to his policy st
home, 1 think 1 have observed In it for nany years—and
1 have watohed bim and sat opposite to him for muny
veurs in the Hounse of O what I Id call a
Benrty onwisdom [laughter] that was unfortunate and
miscllevous.  On the other Dand T Lave see, 1o his cou-
duet as Minlster tor India, a great Nberality and a great
dlspusition to do thet which he belleves to be Just
{lh»nr.} 1 can only hope that he leaves lis unwisdom for
wome consumption [loud langhter], and that when he ur-
rives in Constantinople his lberality, his jnstice, and his
stropg dutelleet will have falr play.’ (Hear, hear.] I
pope he will do his eouutry the lighest serviee snd him-
self thi highest honor by the duty which he has nnder-

Lakon.

—a hope based on the expectation that Lord Salis-
bury will rest on his own strong sense, and not act
+qs the subserviett reproSentative of his chief,” Lord
Salisbury has discovered on his journey, and will
bear 1 mind, thinks Mr. Bright, that England is
wholly without an ally save Turkey alone. The
supposed interest of England in the watter is an in-
terest with which no other Enropean Power has any
syinpathy, and which none will support. Therefore,
suyh Mr, Bright: “1look upon it that boasting at
the Guildhall how many eawpaigns we can bear be-
fore we are exhausted, before the workinguen of
England are in the condition that they were doring
the great wars in past times—1 look upon all that
sort of boasting as out of place. The Prime Minister
way be a great actor, but, somehow or other, he
seems to me as if he always played rather to the gal-
leries.” Indeed, if I should describe the feeling that
performance of Lord Beacousfichl's ut the Guildhall
has excited by so strong a word as disgust, 1 don't
know that it would be too strong. Mr, Courtuey,
one of the very ablest and most thoughtful of the
younger English Liberals—a candidate for Mr,
Horsman's vacant seat ot Liskeard—used still
Larsher language last night m a speech to the people
of that borongh., A more nefarions deed, said Mr,
Conriney, was never done byany statesman than
by Lord Beaconsfield when he made his Guildhall
speech—to call it an aet of infamy was not too
strong, 1f this be said by o candidate for Purlia-
ment, what may not be said in Parliament itsel{?
If things go on ns they have gone thus far, and if
Lord Salisbury shonld disappoint the expectation
formed of him, it is guite probable that the debates
of next session may take a tone as high as that of
Mr, Bright himsell,

As I close this Jetter there pomes a brief report ot
aspecch by Mr: Joseph Arch on Tuesday night to
the Lergh Liberal Club, Mr. Arch said he ventured
to tell Lord Beaconsfield that if he went to war he
he must not count on taking the agriculiaral labor-
ers to o shot at for thirteen pence aday, They
were detormined that antil they bad obtained the
franchise thoy would tuke no part in the wars of
Boglasd. There could hardly be a more strnking
proof of the view suggested at the beginning of this
lotter: that Mr. Bright's speech was meant to reach
the masses of Evgland, aud has reached them. Mr.
Arcls testimony on that point goes perhaps further

than that of auy other one man, G W, 8,
M
e ——— .
CAUSE OF THE LITTLE ROCK FIRE.

Lirtie Rock, Ark., Dec. 26.~It has been
ascertuined that last conflagrution in this cley was

boys who committed a burglary in
o BB e

POLITICAL NEWS.

A RECOUNT IN FLORIDA TO-DAY.

GOY. STEARNS ADVISES THE CANVASSING BOARD T0

= mrmm:llt.;::u’n ORDER.

ALLATIABSEE, . 26,—Gov, Stearns
the decision of the Saprems MM&-&.:
tion question in this State, and that he has advised
the Canvassing Board to obey the order of the conrs.
Secretary of State McLin has given notice to the
kool ot sy
w 0 vass accordi

court's mandate. g et

The Senate Committee have concluded their labors
here, and left for Jacksonville this morning.

L —— > "

THE RECEIPT GIVEN FOR FLORIDA'S VOTE.

WasnamNgron, Dee. 26.—The electoral vote
of Fiorida as cast by the Repnblican electors of thas
:mmwgamwnmm.
;?‘:le:::rﬂ'“m.” ; 'W:n%'tg &
e ol from each party's eloctors

T;lnl;ocmﬂc NEWS ABOUT FLORIDA. °
@ Nationnl Democratic Committee yester-
day recelved the following dlspatoh from Florida:

It Ia rellably ascertalned that W. E. Chan
Gov, smmhlnd Gon. W to g~ u'=

GOV, GROVER COMING EAST.

A SERENADE AT SAN FRANCISCO — GOV.
BPEAKS AND ISTRODUCES M. GROVER.
SAN Fraxcisco, Dec. 26, —Gov, Grover of
Oregon left this ing for Waahingt Tast evening
e was serenaded at the Cosmopolitsn Hotel. Gow
Irwin, who imtroduced him, sald Gov. Grover's action
would bave the effect to compel Congress to go behind

Benute would refuse to give Hayes an elootoral majority,
Gov. Grover apoke very briefly, justifying the constite-
tionality of his aetion.  Resolutions were adopted
approving Gov, Grover's course.  About 2,000 or 3,000
persons were saut, Inelodi minent
D:m;nlrlﬂo wlplrt:ahm. il oo
elegation es orted him to the
was tired in bils benor, AR e
o ——— -
BOUTH OAROLINA.
THE SUPREME COURT REFUSES THE QUO WAR-
RANTO MOTION.

Coruvmnis 8. C., Dee. 26.—The petition to
the Bupreme Court to remove the guo warranio proceed-
Inga by the Tilden electors aguinst the Hayes electors tn
Bouth Caroling, which had been argued by Unired States
Distriot-Attorney Corhin for the motion and by Mr. Bare
ker and Mr. Youmans againest, was decided to-<day.” Jus
:Lm Wtu.ndu deliver-d the opinion of the sourt, refusing

O
R T s g0 e Ut Saen o
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TWELVE HUNDRED VOTERS TMPORTED,
|BY TELEGRAFH TO THE TRINUNK |

Wasamgron, Dec. 26.—~Representative A, 8,
Walluce of South Carolina nsserts that great elaction
frauds were perp: d by the D rats of his districs
for the purposc of defeating him. He says that be will
be abie to prove, not only the lntimidation of Republican

voters, but the tmportation of at least
and North Caroliniuns who mr.:d I::. hilll;meal.
—————

GEN, ANDERBON'S MISSION TO WASHINGTON,

New-0xLEANS, La,, Dec, 26,—Gen, Anderson
waa the messenger appointed to deliver the Hayes eleo-

toral vote of Loulsi to the Pr of the Benate,
Republicans think chl
“_:.m - # is the business that takes him Lo

ATTACHMENT ISSUED IN THE TELEGRAPH CASE,
Wasmxcron, Dee. 26.—An attachment has

been Iesied to compel Mr, Barnes, the wansger of the

w:st--r;Unlun Telegraph office at New-Orleans, to appear

before Mr. Mor "

with him tll!: .;I;I;.olrr;a&o]?mmm: S8 W e

e ———

PINKRTON SAID TO HAVE BEEN A DEMOCRAT,

NeEw-OuLEANs, Dee. 26,—A special dispatch
to The Demoeral says that the evidence brought out to-
day utwq; thut Pinkston, who was killed, was a Demo-
erat und had beer " 7
wers his o] llnlcmu'l?n;'ll:-a';d:lk m:?udm p::m
pegrocs. He was much liked by all the whites,

———
THE NE'V STATE CONTROLLER.
PROBABILITY THAT MR. ROBINSON WILL NAME HIS
OWN SUCCESSOR—THE REASONS FOR SUCH
ACTION=—ALLEX €, BEACH MENTIONED,
|BY TELKGRAFH TO THE TRIBUNE. |

Arpany, Dec. 26.—The question of who will
be the State Controller is still uncertain. A rumor has
prevailed bere for some days that the appointment
would not be made by Gov. Tilden at all, but would ls
over, and Gov. Rohinson, on s foauguration, woald
usme ex-Lieut.-Gov. Allen C. Beach of Jefferson County.
Oune of the reasons stated for this action by Gov. Tilden
ir that he has not sufficlent time for a full consideration
of the subject In the midst of the Presidential uncer-
tainty. While ho has no objection to Mr, Beach, he does
not care to appear to be withdrawing from the canal
poliey of last year, when Mr. Beaeh was unfavorably
noticed by the Canal Inveatigating Committes. Another
reason for his failure to muke the oppointiment has been
the fact that the month has drawn so near to a close thad
it will be necesaary for Mr, Robinson, as Controller, to
sign the nsaal monthly warrants.

In case the appointment ia pot made this week, Con.
troller Robilngpu will resign on Monday morning, and
Gov. Robinson will appolnt a new controller directly
after his Inanguration. This will take place st noon
without parade or cercmony, the Governor and Gov-
ernor elect going to the Assembly Chamber from the
Governor's toom, attended slmply by the stafl. Gov,
Robipgon will take the oath, and if Gov, Tilden chooses
to suy suything, he will r Goy. Robl ‘s pri-
vate secretary will be hia son, David €. Robinson, &

oung wan of 30 years, who has been the partn:
futl.u.-r in the law business In Elwira tnrpa nu:l:g.rh:}
 EUrs.

BURNING OF A4 CANADIAN CONVENT.,

———

TAIRTEEN PERSONS MISSING—EIGHT DODIES FOUND
~THE MELANCHOLY SCENES AT BROUKLYN RE-
PEATED,.

pight the Sistor Buperlor of the couvent made her
usual visit through the whole building, and neither
saw mnor suspected anythiog out of the way
At 0:20 the whole convent was o flames
All the peoupants were {n bed, and the ouly thing that
pould be done was to rush out of the bullding. Nuns
and children bad only time to save themselves withoud
®thedr olothes, It i belleved that the fire originated be-
tween the floors, but uo one could luegine the cause.
Thepe wore forty-cight boardersdin the convent. Thirteen
persons are missing, all of whoin it is belleved perished
In Whie flames. Their bawes and ages are as follows :

Apgele Dauphin, 63; Elizabeth Gravel, 19; Maria
Lottise Geffroy, 10; Puymele Des Mans, 8 ; Maria Drolet,
10; Lea Guilbanll, 7; th-urginun Lavales, 10; Lussen
Lavalee, 10; Alid Pellond, 9. All those named wers
trowm B et i Photmas, 10; Dela Mases. of B¢
Thomus, 11; Melina Joly of 8t Pelix, . . .

At 1 o'clock this moyning eight bodies had been found
and taken from the rulns, all burted to a crisp,  Beveral
of the parents of the unfortunate ehildven were present,
crylng sud locking for their remalns, endeavoring o
jdentify them by fragments of luen or cloth on the
podles.  Jlizabeth Gravel, ope -of the vietims, was
soen out of _the oconvont while It wss in
flames, but ahe refuterdd, elther to render as-
slstance to theothers or to save her property. The
Sister Superior persisted in remaining in the convent fo
save the children, and at st escaped with difffculty. Iy
15 not known whether the vletims perighod in their beds
or on the stairs while stiempling to escape.

AL 1 o'olock to-day the coron r opened an inquest in

which was stationed st B
miles frow Jolletts, was founded in 1848,
and waa ider the muuagewent of the Ststers of Prove

denee Commuuity. The buildi Mtwwm
lwarders L
Bisters wnd uuﬁdr“ m

the face of the returns, in which case it was believed the -

MoxtrEAL, Dec, 26.—At 8:43 o'clock last




